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Topic:  Revaluing Foster Parenting


Ideas:  We often claim to honor foster parents, but as often as not we condemn them if they aren’t perfect. When foster parents get it immediately that their kids need permanence do we recognize that strength and help them to redirect their concern into support for birth parent connections? Who do we honor in that foster parent role?


Discussion:  We regularly assign the role of “good parent” to the foster (or adoptive) parent and that of “bad parent” to the birth parent. If and when those new parents come looking, God forbid demanding, support and services we fault them for their weaknesses. With kin families whose shortcomings may be known at the time we engage them, we often expect failure and find fault with them when the placement doesn’t work. The more resource parents demand our time and attention whether focused on their needs for support or for their children’s needs for services, the more we condemn them as a mercenaries or misfits. Despite knowing how important post placement services are, we sometimes forget why.


One fault that has come under special scrutiny is wanting-to-adopt. We question the motives of those parents who intuitively and immediately understand that safety and stability, i.e. permanence, are essential for each young person at every age.  The Jones family of North Carolina were soundly criticized by both the child’s caseworker and then by adoption advocates when they asked to talk about adopting the two boys who had been placed with them only months earlier.  Instead of turning their intuitive insight into an opportunity to talk about the importance of life long connections to birth parents and shared parenting, we condemn these foster families for trying to steal the children away from their birth parents. 


And which foster parents do we most often choose to honor in newsletters and ceremonies? Has there been an article about the parents who refused to take another child because of how involved they had become in shared parenting with the birth parent?  I don’t remember seeing an article about the parents who visited their foster/adoptive child in prison.  Maybe we want to honor the parents who have had 54 children pass through their home, but why?  And what of the family that has decided to make a life long commitment to another family, children, birthparents and all?  


What Do You Think?
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