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Ideas:  Adoptions is a relationship of belonging, not a dictate on parenting.  Far from undermining traditioanal family connections, adoption can restore them.  Kin really do adopt.


Discussion:  Adoption is a claiming and belonging relationship.  There is nothing in the process that dictates how an adoptive parent must raise a child, or what name to use for the parents.  Adoption laws may require birth certificate changes, but they do nothing to the relationships.  An aunt whose name replaces her sister’s on a line of the new birth certificate never replaces her sister.  She can only add her parenting regardless of the legal fiction.  She adds the element of claiming a child who may otherwise feel unwanted even by caring relatives.  Some children have said they feel like “charity cases” in their own families – a sense of being unclaimed.  Adoption is about claiming and belonging not about replacing relatives. 


“Families traditionally took care of their own.”  How often have we heard that?  “Once the city, state or agency got involved it all changed.” The traditional lines of authority and belonging have been undermined.  Extended family members ask, “Why should I have to adopt my own flesh and blood?”  Adoption actually restores the extended family’s authority and responsibility.  Once a child is legally claimed through adoption, the state’s role is removed to the more remote one it has in protecting all its future citizens.  Adoption returns the balance to family members.  As records become more open in all adoptions, the intimidation of the changing record will take on less and less significance.  Besides, most relatives have access to original birth certificates before the adoption and take advantage of that fact. How can we help families claim their heritage through adoption?


Kin do adopt.  They do it for the children.  They know and share parenting with birth parents.  Their children need the belonging of being claimed.  It makes a difference that your grandmother is willing to sign on the bottom line and say you belong.  D. is 20, living in the Bronx and was having a terrible time.  His grandma was at her wits end.  Thinking that she needed to push him “out-the-house”, she didn’t even consider adoption until the caseworker talked to both of them.  D is now adopted by their choice.  It’s hard to get on with what you have to do when you can’t be sure that anyone really wants you. Even before they recognize that adoption restores their traditional authority and responsibility, kin do adopt because of what it means to the children and youth.
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