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Keeping the promise of a permanent home for every child.


What do you think?
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Topic:  What Does It Take? 


Ideas:  Commitment, urgency, persistence, ownership are the tool of permanent family connections for youth.


Discussion:  We have to keep asking ourselves “What will it take to insure that no youth ages out of our program (agency, public care) without a permanent family connection?” Family means connections for life that bring social capital, or family privilege that can be taken for granted.  “Permanent family connection” means a legally, socially and emotionally secure connection. Family for each youth is more than “blood” it is the combination of caring adult(s) that achieve that level of connection.  What now? What next?  What do I have to do? What do we have to do?  It’s our system, how does it need to be different?


Being in the care of an agency is not “a neutral setting” for any child or youth, not in any venue regardless of its level of funding.  Public care with words like congregate care, foster care, group care, undercare, aftercare often mean not enough care.  Less is more.  The children need one someone to care with no “after” care.  Since no system is a good enough parent, they need it now.


Many of us want to persist in developing family connections for youth, but we are constantly confronting obstacles.  Perhaps the greatest is the discomfort of going to a youth with empty hands month after month when we have engaged him/her in this pursuit of a family despite his/her hesitation and fears.   It really wears on all of us.  Yet once begun, we really have no choice but to persist because giving up is too negative a message, i.e. “You’re right kid, no one wants you.” Time and bureaucratic demands are barriers when our enthusiasm begins to wane and the attitudes of others about youthful family connections can be down right assaultive on the will to persist.


It’s my job.  Being in the child welfare field means I have signed on to the promise of restoring children to stronger families than the ones from which I removed them, if not their blood ties, then other lifetime family ties.  It’s your job.  Because a child says she doesn’t want a family doesn’t mean it stops being your job even if the youth signs a certified letter at age 12, 14 or 16.  It’s our job.  When we feel we don’t know what to do, or how to proceed, we need to engage our colleagues in helping us do the job.  There are almost 600,000 children waiting for us to do our job.


If not us, who?  If not now, when?


What Do You Think?
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