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Topic:  What makes “adoption” so hard to say?


Ideas: Why is there such a universal hesitation about “adoption for every child” that’s stuck in foster care?  Are we confusing an adult oriented adoption with the child-oriented service?  What about that “Isn’t it wo-o-onderful”, exotic description of adoption, which clearly says it isn’t (wonderful)? How much is our hesitation rooted in empathy with the birth parents’ “shame” of adoption? � FORMTEXT ��


Discussion: Even the most ardent adoption advocates are quick to point out that adoption is not for every child.  It seems to have become a defense against being marginalized as an “adoption fanatic”.  I wonder why it can’t be a goal for every child who has no permanent family connection.  Are we afraid that we won’t succeed?  Are we afraid of setting the child up for failure?  With adoption as a goal for every child who needs a family aren’t we just keeping the promise we made to them?  


Today’s adoption isn’t yesterday’s.  Child centered adoption isn’t the service provided to adults who want to be parents and yet both services share a common language and many common issues.  The fundamental goal of each is different, providing parents for a child vs. providing a child for parents.  The desire for openness is different. Adoptees are fighting for the right of access to their heritage, birth and adoptive parents are among the opposition.  Child focused adoption looks for parents who will accept and nurture.  Adult focused service looks for children to nurture and mold.  Child-oriented adoption looks for strengths to match a child’s needs.  Adult oriented services look to parents’ preferences.  


It’s no wonder that society still uses “adoption” as a dirty word.  As hard and enthusiastically as adoptive parents and advocates have worked to make adoption a “normal” alternative path to family building, there remain enormous prejudices against it.  Every adoptive family has education to do about “real” parents and “their own” children.  Is the hesitation that we professional have about adoption rooted in this same kind of thinking?  Do we really think it really is only second best?


Bearing these mindsets, perhaps we do empathize with birth parents who are shamed by adoption.  Once we recognize that all parenting is shared among a family, a neighborhood, a community of adults, we may also recognize that adoption is just another form of shared parenting.  But from a child’ point of view, it is parenting that provides the security of real claiming and really being claimed in a very uncertain world.  


What Do You Think?


�����


      4 MAYFLOWER LANE ( GLOUCESTER ( MA ( 01930 ( (978)281-8919 ( (978)281-4866 FAX ( RGLEWIS@HIGHPOPPLES.COM











