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What Do You Think? 


Topic: � FORMTEXT ��“Unadoptable” need to be lifted off ALL our children.�


Ideas: � FORMTEXT ��Thirty years of special needs adoption had demonstrated that there is no condition, no circumstance of childhood that makes a child or youth “unadoptable”.  The real difficulty lies in our child welfare systems.  It is true, afterall; that you cannot find what you are not looking for.  �


Discussion: � FORMTEXT ��Any label is a heavy burden.  “Unadoptable” has been politically incorrect for a number of years; there were winks and nods instead.  What we have missed is the understanding that the idea itself is incorrect.  Still, older children and children with special needs are sheltered under that label to keep them away from the risk of being hurt by the hope for a permanent family.  Across the country agencies have demonstrated that for every challenging description of childhood, there is an agency that can claim a successful adoption for just such a child.  The burdensome label of “unadoptable” has to be lifted off the child and placed where it belongs.


If children continue to “age out” of our systems without permanent families, the difficulty lies in the commitment of resources, not in the children themselves.  What child welfare system will guarantee full support to families who adopt children who face such overwhelming odds?  Where is the commitment in mental health services to address the scars of abuse, neglect and abandonment in ways relevant to the children and especially adolescents?  Where are the staffs insisting that we keep open the option of family connection?  The needed resources are more than just financial.  There is a mindset that needs adjusting at all levels of our caring system.


Whether there is stone marker of “unadoptable” or just a whispered understanding, the effect is the same.  We cannot find what we are not looking for.  Recently Ohio reported that none, 0%, of their young people in Independent Living Programs were adopted.  As long as caring programs make family connection someone else’s responsibility they insure that no family connection will be found.  When independence is set as an alternative to family, they guarantee that no family connection will be found.  When we know that anyone crazy enough to adopt this kid is immediately suspect, of course, no family connection will be found.  It is a heavy task, but we need to lift the burden of “unadoptable” off every child. �


�What Do You Think?���
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