


Preparing Youth for Publicity, Internet or Other Forms of Recruitment:





Be sure to be enthusiastic





	


Preparing Before the Event:





1. Describe and explain the event to the young person


Tell her who will be present (in person)


Tell her who to expect to be watching (on TV, or the Internet)


Go over the plans - who, what, when, where . . . and


Don’t forget “WHY” Explain that this is not only an opportunity to meet a family that might become their new family, but it is also a chance to help recruit families for other teens – 





Enlist the child as a partner in the project! - Through her participation, she is helping herself and other teens, too! - and educating adults about teens who need families





2. Explain your role


You will be with the young person during all interview, filming, etc


You will be on camera too! (if this is applicable)


Describe how you will follow up with families who are interested in adopting -be sure teens know there is a process involved with many steps


Promise to keep them posted throughout the process and then keep your word!


Talk about how it might feel if friends, or school mates see this - offer to 	come visit their school and talk to classmates or teachers if this would be helpful


Be sure to go through the same preparation process with the foster parents or staff at a residential facility where the young person lives - everyone must be on board to maximize success!





3. Getting ready to go


Suggest bright, colorful and comfortable clothing


It’s a good idea to bring an item that will help the teen talk about himself - A favorite book or sports item, a trophy or certificate, a home-made craft item, a photo album, or something that represents a hobby or talent they have


Continue to be enthusiastic - and think about ways to make it a fun day!


	


4. Getting ready for the interview


Talk about being polite, yet being yourself


Let him know he does not have to answer every question


Remind him not to share information that is too personal - such as his last name, address or school name


Role play some of the possible questions that might be asked - let the teen have a chance to play the role of reporter!


Work together to make a list of special topics the teen would like to talk about - hobbies, awards, likes & dislikes, favorite subject in school, pets





5. After the event


Provide a “de-briefing” opportunity for the child


Follow up with the foster parents and/or residential care staff


Stay in touch with the child and keep her posted about progress


 


Talk to the young person about the responses you are getting, and whenever possible, share information about families, offer the opportunity for the young person to meet one or more families, etc.





If there are not a lot of (or any) responses, be reassuring to the teen, reminding him that it often takes many different efforts to find the right family, while also providing opportunities to express feelings.  





Tips for A Young Person to Prepare to be Interviewed on Camera





Always look at the person doing the interview


Do not look directly into a the camera


If you are sitting in a chair, sit back all the way


Take your time to answer a question, its OK if you need to think


If you do not want to answer a question or do not know the answer, just tell the interviewer, “That question is too personal” or “I am not comfortable answering that” or “I don’t know the answer to that question.”


Keep answers short


Reporters hear everything, even when the microphone is not on.  Be sure not to say things you do not want others to hear


You don’t only have to answer questions – you can ASK questions too


Be Yourself!


Have fun!�
�
�
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